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“The very thought of the Mother of God ravishes me, what will 


it be, when once I see her.’’ St. Peter Damian. 














“QO Mother of God, if | place my confidence in thee I shall be 
saved. If | am under thy protection, I have nothing to fear, because 
to be thy servant is to have certain arms of salvation, which God 
grants to those whom He will save.”’ St. John Damascene. 





Tabernacle and Purgatory. 








A periodical for the members of Perpetual Adoration. Devoted to the honor 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of the Poor Souls. 
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The Presence of Our Lord in the Bl. Sacrament 
is of More Benefit to Us than 
bis Visible Presence was to the Fews. 


To see God holding intercourse with men in a visible man- 
ner, to hear His voice, to see Him perform miracles, to behold 
in His countenance the features of Divine Majesty, and to see 
His goodness and mildness beaming forth, to shelter Him, to 
give Him food to eat, and to converse familiarly with Him—this 
is a happiness, which could arouse even the envy of the angels. 
Nevertheless, it is far more beneficial to us, to possess our Lord 
invisible in the Holy Eucharist; and why? 

bis Oncarnation. 

In the mystery of the Eucharist our Lord extends, as it 
were, the mystery of the Incarnation to each of the faithful indi- 
vidually, when He unites Himself with us and applies to us in 
Holy Communion the fruits of the Incarnation. Having deigned 
to assume our human nature with all its humiliation and misery, 
he again restores it, but wonderfully transformed and united to 
His Divinity, and by virtue of this diVine union we are enabled 
to reach the highest degree of perfection and glory. 
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bis Continual Abiding witb Us. 


Our Lord remains in the Eucharist day and night as a living 
sacrifice, appeasing the anger and satisfying the justice of His 
Heavenly Father. He abides amongst us in order to communi- 
cate to all those who approach Him worthily, the life of grace 
and the seed of life of eternal glory. He daily renews the 
bloody sacrifice of the cross, in an unbloody and mysterious 
manner, in order to apply the fruits of the Redemption to each 
of u8 individually. Is this not of much greater profit to us, than 
the visible presence of Jesus Christ was to the Jews, -who alas, 
reaped so little benefit from it? 


Dis Presence Everywhere. 


Our Lord was present to the Jews only in one place ata 
time. When He was in Jerusalem, He was not at Nazareth; 
and in Jerusalem, when He was in the temple, He was not pres- 
ent in any other part of the city. We, however, enjoy His 
presence in our churches everywhere at the same time. 

He was present to the Jews only exteriorly; they saw Him 
with their bodily eyes, and in general, without benefit to them- 
selves. In the Blessed Sacrament we behold with our spiritual 
eyes, His body, His blood, His soul, His divinity, and always 
with the merit of faith, of adoration, and of the other virtues 
which His presence inspires. Our Lord was present with the 
Jews only at certain times, on certain days, forsome hours. The 
whole time He spent among them, did not cover the space of 
thirty-four years, and what is still more, for thirty years He was 
almost unknown to the world. He is with us in the Blessed Sac- 
rament every hour of the day and night, and for how many 
hundred years already? And for how many hundred years to 
come will He still be in our midst, for He will remain with us 
until the end of the world. 

tn a State of Grace. 


To His contemporaries our Lord appeared only in a natural 
state, to us, however, He is present in a state of pure grace, in 
order that He may produce in us the effects of grace; graces, 
which are as innumerable as the stars of heaven, the leaves of 
the trees, or the grains of sand on the sea shore, 

We do not possess our Lord unveiled to the senses as the 
Jews did, but in a manner much more intimate, which far sur- 
passes the senses. By viftue of holy communion He comes into 
our hearts, His body and soul are united with ours. The union 
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thus accomplished resembles, as one of the holy Fathers express- 
es it, that of two pieces of wax melted together. 

The senses, indeed, have no part, but just in this consists 
the merit of faith, and moreover neither His Heavenly Father, 
nor the angels or blessed spirits enjoy His presence through the 


medium of the senses. 
Formerly and How. 


Among all those who saw and heard our Lord, whilst He 
walked visibly among men here on earth, how few followed Him 
and were united with Him? Indeed, a very small number. He 
had not more than five hundred disciples when He ascended into 
heaven.. Compare this small number with the countless multi- 
tudes throughout the world, who adore Him in the Blessed Sac- 
rament and unite themselves most intimately with His Sacred 
flesh and blood; who by virtue of this union attain nobility of 
soul in the highest degree and are most intimately united to 
God, and thereby partake in all the treasures of grace and 
glory. 

Were the Jews at any time similarly favored, even when 
they saw the Lord cure the sick and raise the dead to life? Yea, 
even the apostles and disciples could not enjoy such privileges 
before the Blessed Sacrament was instituted. 


Wonderful Graces. 


And who can tell what our Lord effects in a pure soul by 
means of holy communion? God alone knows. The soul itself 
in which this miracle takes place is not conscious of it. A person 
well prepared, receives in one holy communion sufficient graces 
for sanctification, a love for God and fervor which astonishes the 
angels. 


Wiby So Little Fruit? 

How is it that after all this, we are often so little affected by 
this wonderful Sacrament? Howcan we find pleasure in dnything 
else on earth? Of what can we think more frequently ? By faith we 
behold the miracle it contains ; the body and blood of Christ, the 
majesty of a God and the marvelous excess of his love for mankind, 
and yet why does it produce so little fruit, why so little devotion, 
why so little return of love? Ah, what is it that counteracts in 
us the effects of this mystery of love? For some it is sin and 
crime that changes the effects of the Holy Eucharist into poison. 

In others venial sin or want of good will is a hindrance. 
Holy communion produces little fruit even in many religious 
who approach the holy table three or four times a week, and 
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why? Alas, we are busied with mere trifles, which fill the mind 
and to which the heart is attached. A certain sensitiveness, a 
constantly recurring jealousy, a miserable attachment to earthly 
things, a want of mutual charity and forbearance, robs our souls 
of the wonderful effect which this sacrament would produce if 
we were sufficiently well disposed. Ah,when will we become 
wise ! 





Saint Mecbtildis and Holy Communion. 


Saint Mechtildis was accustomed, when receiving holy com- 
munion, to meditate diligently upon the passion of Christ, because 
our Lord said, when He instituted the Blessed Sacrament: ‘“‘Do 
this for a commemoration of Me,’’ and when she asked our Lord 
to explain these words to her, she was taught by the Holy Ghost 
as follows: The words: ‘‘Do this for a commemoration of Me,”’ 
are to be understood thus: It is well for us when we receive holy 
communion to remember three things. 

First: Zhe eternal love, with which God loved us, even before 
we were; God, who although He saw beforehand all our frailty 
and infidelity, nevertheless, mercifully created us according to 
His image and likeness, wherefore we should justly thank Him. 

Second: The immeasurable love, with which the Son of God, 
although He was in the glory of the Father, inclined His infinite 
majesty to our indigence, to us, who languish in the bonds of 
Adam, and, with unspeakable patience, suffered hunger, cold, 
heat, fatigue, sadness, contempt, and the most painful death 
of the cross, that He might free us from our poverty. 

Third: Zhe unfathomable love, with which God beholds us 
each moment and preserves us with fatherly care, so that He 
who is our Creator, our Lord, and most loving Brother, contin- 
ually intercedes for us with His Father, and represents our needs 
as a faithful advocate and administrator. 

Fear of Frequent Communion. 

Once when Mechtildis was praying for a person, who feared 
to communicate often, our Lord said to her: ‘The oftener a 
person washes himself with water, the cleaner he will be. The 
oftener a person communicates, the more I operate in him and 
he in Me, and his works will be made great. The more diligent- 
ly a man communicates, the deeper he will be immersed in Me, 
and the purer his soul will become. The oftener the depth of 
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My divinity penetrates his soul, the more it will be expanded 
and become capable of receiving My divinity. 
The Merit of Priests. 

St. Mechtildis desired to know, if priests who dispense the 
Body of the Lord to the faithful who approach the holy table, 
acquire any merit thereby.—Our Lord answered her: “‘As a 
knight would become rich, if, after he had carried the only son 
of the king to all the princes and each had given the king’s son 
one hundred pounds of silver, the king would present all this to 
the knight when he returned with his son, thus will the merit of 
the priest be increased, who dispenses the sacrament of the Body 
of Christ with devotion and gladness.” 





bear Mass Daily, if Possible. 
Among all Good Whrks the Most Excellent. 


- Itis the opinion of all masters of the spiritual life, that 
the life of grace can only be preserved and increased in the soul 
by the continual practice of good works. Without the practice 
of good works the interior fount of piety runs dry, just as a burn- 
ing lamp will be extinguished, if you neglect to replenish it with 
oil. But tamong all good works, to assist at Holy Mass with 
devotion is the most excellent. 

This good work surpasses all other good works, just as the 
sun excels all the planets. The light of the sun is stronger, its 
heat greater, and its power much more useful to the earth, than 
the light, heat, and power of all other planets together. In like 
manner the devout attendance at Mass is more pleasing to God, 
more profitable to thyself, more salutary tothe living, more help- 
ful to the dead, than all thy daily prayers and other good works. 
By these thou dost indeed truly serve and please God; but by Holy 
Mass thou dost afford him infinite honor and an exceedingly great 
complacence. Thou dost rejoice the angels and saints by thy 
good works, but by Holy Mass thou causest them an incomparably 
greater joy. By thy good works thou dost acquire great merit, 
but by Holy Mass thou dost merit, with less labor, a much greater 
reward. 

BA Rich Gold Mine. 

‘If thou hearest Mass, thou firidest an incomparable treasure, 

the precious merits of Christ, which are communicated to all pres- 
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ent in so profuse a measure, that thou canst hardly conceive 
it. On this account Forneruscalls the Mass ‘‘a rich gold mine” 
in which he who works therein earns much more than he who labors 
inastone quarry. Likewise he who hears Holy Mass devoutly, will 
become much richer in grace and merit than he who performs 
other good works. The Church recognizes the Mass as the great- 
est of good works when she says: ‘We must needs confess that 
no other work can be performed by the faithful so holy and divine 
as this tremendous mystery.’’ (Counc. Trent, Sess. xx.) Since, 
according to the express teaching of the Church, Holy Mass is 
the most holy and divine work, it must needs be the most profit- 
able means for obtaining heavenly riches. And as Holy Scripture 
says of wisdom, “‘all gold in comparison of her is as a little sand,’’ 
(Wis. vi. 9.) so all good works compared to the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, are to be regarded only as a little sand. 






















Wibat the Mmitation of Christ Says. 

Let us listen to the words of Blessed Thomas a Kempis, which 
we find in his precious book, *‘7he Jmitation of Christ,” by which 
he admonishes us to assist at Holy Mass often, and if possible 
daily. ‘‘For if this most holy Sacrament were only celebrated 
in one place, and consecrated by only one priest in the world, 
how great a desire would men have to go to that place, and to 
such a priest of God; that they might see the divine mysteries cel- 
ebrated. But now there are many priests, and Christ is offered 
up in many places, that the grace and love of God to man may 
appear the greater, the more this sacred Communion is spread 
throughout the world.’’ 

‘“Yet it is much to be lamented and pitied, that we should be 
so lukewarm and negligent, as not to be drawn with greater affec- 
tion to the receiving of Christ, in whom consists all the hope and 
merit of those that shall be saved. For He is our sanctification 
and our redemption; He is ourcomfort in our pilgrimage, and the 
eternal beatitude of the saints. It istherefore much to be lamented, 
that many esteem so lightly this saving mystery, which rejoices 
heaven and preserves the whole world. O! the blindness and 
hardness of the heart of man, that doth not more highly prize so 
unspeakable a gift; and from daily use falls into disregard of it.’’ 


St. Louis. 


Saint Louis, King of France, (died 1270) was accustomed to 
hear two, three, and sometimes four Masses daily. When once 
he heard that his courtiers murmured because he assisted at so 
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many Masses instead of attending to the affairs of his ‘kingdom, 
he said: ‘‘How solicitous these noblemenare! WereI to squan- 
der twice as much time hunting or gambling, not the least word 
of blame would be heard from any of them.’’ This was truly an 
excellent answer and applies likewise to many of us. For if we 
were to hear one or two Masses on a week day, we would imagine 
our temporal concerns would suffer great loss. But we can spend 
one or two hours a day in idle conversation, at play, in sleep, or 
before the mirror, without the least scruple of conscience. 
St. Wenceslas. 


The legend of Sz. Wenceslas, Duke of Bohemia, (died 938) 
tells us that when the Emperor Otto held his imperial diet at 
Ratisbon, he commanded all the princes and noblesof his realm 
to be present at the Assembly the following morning. Wenceslas, 
however, first went to Mass, and did not leave the church until 
the priest had quitted the altar. Meanwhile the Emperor and 
princes were waiting impatiently for him. At length, finding he 
did not come, the Emperorsaid: ‘‘We will open the diet without 
Wenceslas; and when he comes let no one rise to greet him or 
make room for him.’’ Mass being ended, Wenceslas made his 
appearance, and the astonished monarch saw that he was accom- 
panied by two angels. Rising from his throne he hastened to 
meet him and clasped him in his arms. The princes were very 
angry when they saw the Emperor act contrary to his own orders, 
but he excused himself saying, “‘I saw two angels standing beside 
the Duke of Bohemia, therefore I arose to show him honor.’’ It 
was at this time that the Emperor conferred regal honor upon 
Wenceslas, and crowned him first King of Bohemia. 


Blessed Thomas More. 


The Blessed Thomas More, Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, who in 1535 suffered martrydom for the Catholic faith, 
never omitted on any single day, however great the stress of 
public business for which his attention was required, to hear Mass 
before commencing the day’s work. On one occasion he was 
summoned to the King’s presence before the Mass was finished. 
“I beg his majesty to have a moment's patience,’’ the statesman 
replied: ‘‘there is a greater Monarch to whom I am bound to 
pay homage before all else, and I cannot leave His presence un- 
til the audience He has granted me is ended.’’ Nor did he consid- 
er it below his high position as the first minister of the kingdom 
to serve at the altar when the holy sacrifice was offered; on the 
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contrary, he declared it to be his greatest privilege to render the 
slightest service to the Lord of ali lords. 

If so many great kings, princes, and lords, who were charged 
with the affairs of a kingdom and other important business, assis- 
ted daily at not only one, but even two or three Masses, shall this 
not serve to encourage us also to assist joyfully at the Holy Sac- 
rifice, even on week days whenever we have the opportunity? 





Some Beautiful Examples. 


The Ven. Benvenut, a Franciscan lay brother, spent every 
moment he could spare from his occupations, in the church, 
where he prayed with the fervor of an angel and was often ravish- 
ed in ecstasy. On one of these occasions, he regained conscious- 
ness when it was time for the midday meal, which, as cook of the 
monastery, he had forgotten to make ready. He hurried to the 
kitchen where he found an angel who in his stead had prepared 
the dinner. The brothers afterwards made the remark, that 
they never had a better dinner. 

“But, really, why did you enter the convent?’ a pious relig- 
ious was asked. “You could have prayed and served God in the 
world just as well.’’—That may be,’’ she replied, “‘but I could 
not have lived under the same roof with our Lord.’’ 

Ring Charles Albert. 

One day a priest was about to celebrate Mass in a church of 
Italy. He was already vested in the sacred robes, but delayed 
to begin because his server had disappeared. Presently a stran- 
ger approached the altar and said: ‘Will Your Reverence allow 
me to take the place of your acolyte?’’ The proposal was accept- 
ed; holy Mass was celebrated, and the unknown person served 
thereat with the greatest attention. But what was the astonish- 
ment of the priest when as the Mass was ended, he recognized in 
the stranger, King Charles Albert of Sardinia. 

Pius tbe X. as Acolyte. 


In the year 1888, on the occasion of the golden jubilee of the 
priest-hood of his Holiness Pope Leo XIII., two priests at the same 
time were in St. Peter’s at Rome. One was a Roman prelate 
and Canon of St. Peter’s, the other a bishop of Italy, who had 
come to Rome to assist at the solemnities. The prelate wished 
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to begin the Holy Sacrifice and looked uneasily about, for his ser- 
ver was not there. The bishop, who was kneeling near by ob- 
served the prelate’s embarrassment, modestly approached him 
and said: ‘‘May I serve Mass for Your Reverence?’’ ‘Your 
Lordship, I cannot consent that a prince of the church should 
serve Mass for me.’’ ‘‘O yes, O yes, I can do it very well, I 
assure you.’’ ‘I do not doubt that, Your Lordship, but I 
should be ashamed, I cannot permit it.’’ ‘“‘Be at peace about 
that, my good friend. Go to the altar and begin.’’ 

The bishop then knelt upon the altar step and the priest was 
obliged to begin Mass. With deepest emotion he offered the 
Holy Sacrifice, and when it was over heartily thanked the bishop 
for the unexpected, great honor. 

The-priest was Monsignor Radini Tedeschi and his Mass ser- 
ver, who was twenty years older than he, was at the time Bishop 
of Mantua, Monsignor Sarto, now Pius X. 

Art Thou happy? 

Herman Cohen, who as a discalced Carmelite received the 
name of Augustine Maria of the Blessed Sacrament and died in 
Spain in the year 1871, was once asked: ‘‘Art thou happy ?” 
“‘Happy,’’ he answered with a radiant countenance, “‘I traveled 
over the whole earth, in order to become so, but it yields no 
happiness. I crossed the seas in order to find happiness. In 
nature and in the theatre, at splendid banquets and in the most 
distinguished company, everywhere have I sought happiness; 
where have I not sought it ?—-yet all in vain. But nowI possess 
it, yes Iam happy, perfectly happy, and do you wish to know, 
where I found it? A? the feet of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.” 

“Christ Said So.” 

Some protestants once asked the renowned Daniel O'Connell, 
liberator of Ireland, how he could be so narrow-minded and 
foolish as to believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament. This faithful son of the holy Church an- 
swered: ‘“You must discuss that with Jesus Christ himself. Let 
him speak. He has said so, therefore I believe. If it is not true, 
then He is to blame; but the truth of the Lord remaineth for- 
ever.”’ ‘“‘Christ has said so,’’ this thought must do away with 
all doubts, which may arise concerning this miracle of miracles, 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

St. Martinus. 


St. Martinus trembled in his whole body, when he entered 
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a church in which the Blessed Sacrament was present. When 
asked the cause, he said: ‘‘Should I not tremble, when I appear 
before God my judge, who is present upon the altar?’’ 

St. Gertrude. 


On days of communion St. Gertrude refrained from speaking 
a single word that was not absolutely necessary. She was so 
entirely absorbed in God, for she considered how outrageous it is 
to misuse for useless discourse, the mouth by which our Lord 
entered, the tongue upon which He deigned to rest, and which 
as it were served as a paten upon which our Lord was laid. God 
Himself made known toherin a revelation, how much He desires 
that we should abstain from useless words on days of commun- 
ion. He once said to her: ‘‘Whosoever does not control his 
tongue, and after commuhicating allows himself to speak idle, 
false, injurious, or calumnious words, treats Me, his Lord and 
God, like a person who at the threshold of his door throws stones 
at his guest.”’ 





Silence in the Cburcb. 


The protestant Prince Condé one day while at church, acci- 
dently happened to be near a student from the ecclesiastical sem- 
inary. Finding the ceremonies very tedious, he wished to chaff the 
seminarian and said to him: ‘‘Will you please tell me what they 
teach you at the seminary?’ The student remained silent. 
Thinking he was not understood, the prince repeated the ques- 
tionasecondandathirdtime. At last the seminarian spoke; and 
what was his reply?—‘‘7hey teach us to keep silence in the 
church.” The prince, an intelligent man, like all sensible people 
was willing to acceptareproof. Instead of becoming angry, he 
answered: ‘‘I thank you for this lesson and shall make use of it 
in the future.”’ 

This, however, is nothing in comparison to what a lady once 
said to the Emperor Napoleon I. At the time when the Church 
of France did not yet enjoy full liberty, Napoleon, being obliged 
one morning to speak toacertain lady, was told that she was in 
the church assisting at holy Mass. He hurried thither and re- 
marked to her in a loud tone of voice, that he had something of 
importance to say to her. The woman seized him by the arm 
andsaid: “‘We are not here to chatter, but to hear holy Mass; 
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be quiet and kneel down.” Napoleon, the conqueror of the world, 
obeyed, knelt down and assisted at Mass to the end, then quietly 
going out with her, he said: ‘‘Madam, such fine people as you, 
must in future have a perfect liberty in religion, and I oblige 
myself today to work for this liberty.’’ This was the beginning 
of his resolution, to re-open the churches for divine service. 

An emperor of the Middle Ages once visited a monastery, 
while the monks were in the church occupied with the divine 
office ; as he entered everyone turned towards him and saluted 
him with a bow; one monk only continued his prayer without 
interruption, taking no notice of the emperor. At the end of the 
divine service the monarch desired to know who that monk was, 
and had him brought before him. Everyone expected a severe 
reproof., But the emperor said: ‘‘Thou alone art a Christian 
of full and firm faith, and didst not allow thyself to be disturbed 
in the service of God by the appearance of a poor, sinful man. 
Such men I need, who heed God more than man, thou shalt be 


bishop.’’ And the emperor really appointed him bishop. 
Dr. Keller. 





Five Gifts. 


Our Lord once said to St. Bridget: ‘“‘Behold, my daughter, 
Iam like a person who, when he departs from this world, de- 
livers his most precious possessions to his beloved friends. Thus, 
when I left this world, I entrusted to my priests, whom I chose 
from among all angels and saints, that which was most dear to 
me, and left them five gifts: First, my faith; second, the keys 
of heaven and hell; third, the power to change an enemy of God 
into an angel; fourth, the power to consecrate my most holy 
body, a power which no angel possesses; fifth the privilege, to 
touch with their own hands my most sacred body.’’ 

In the writings of Saint Mechtildis we find the following 
passage: Four things please our Lord in priests: if their thoughts 
are pure, their desires holy, their words meek, and their actions 
kind. 








Approbation and Recommendation: I beg to say that your periodi- 
cal of the Blessed Sacrament ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’? has my 
hearty approval and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905. >. M. F. Burke. 


“My Mather is Pour Queen.” 


Ul bene'er 3 doubt if one so base as J 
Shall share with heavenly choirs their joy serene, 
This thought brings sweetest solace to my soul, 
That thou, my Wother, art the Angels’ Queen. 


Vio seraph form, to human weakness strange, 
The regal sceptre holds ‘in that high place, 

But at the right hand of the Hing of kings 
Thou sittest throned, a daughter of our race. 


Mother of God! Creation’s star-crowned Queen! 
Heaven’s mightiest spirits worship at thy feet, 
Yet ‘mid the splendors of thy pomp divine 
Our Wother and our Sister, too, we greet. 


Shall 3, then, fear to face the glittering ranks 
That guard from step profane Heaven’s dazzling scene? 
Their flame-tipped swords would lower at the cry: 
“Gngels of God, my Mother is your Queen.” 
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‘Dail Mary.” 


(From St. Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem.) 





‘Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art 
thou among women! We salute thee, O most pure Virgin, thou 
Miracle of miracles permit us to rejoice with thee on account of 
thy glory. Rejoice, thou of whom was born to us the Eternal 
Joy; rejoice, thou, who didst nourish the Delight of Heaven! 
Exult, thou pure fountain of joy which giveth us life and is never 
drained. Whocan worthily exalt thy greatness? Thou art the 
pride of the human race; thou art exalted above all the choirs of 
angels; thou surpassest in beauty every creature, because by thy 
purity thou dost shine brighter than either men or angels. There- 
fore we call thee ‘‘full of grace,’’ for more than any other wast 
thou filled with grace by the Lord.”’ 

‘‘The Lord is with thee,’’ not with the highest of the angels, 
not with the greatest of the saints is He so intimately united, as 
with thee, for thou alone art His Mother. Who is able to esti- 
mate the glory, or to measure the merit thou dost possess on ac- 
count of this single prerogative! When contemplating thy 
greatness we never tire calling out to thee with gladness: ‘‘Hail, 
full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among wom- 
en. For it is thou who hast changed the curse of our first moth- 
er into a blessing. For thy sake Adam was again blessed by 
God, after he had received the sentence of reprobation; for thy 
sake the Heavenly Father again blessed us and took away the 
curse of original sin.’’ 

“‘O blessed Virgin! thou alone wast worthy to become 
Mother of the Eternal Son; thou alone hast found grace with 
God: invincible grace, imperishable grace, fullness of grace, 
such as no saint ever received; for to no saint did grace impart 
as to thee purity from every stain, and upon no creature that 
plenitude of grace was poured out, which thy soul received.’’ 

“‘O spotless Lady, O Queen of creation, the new Eve, O 
Virginal Earth, from which Jesus Christ, the new Adam was form- 
ed! We pray thee by that joy which thou didst feel at the 
angel’s greeting; we pray thee by that greatness with which He 
made thee appear before men and angels, when He named thee 
above all creatures full of grace, united with God as no other, 
and blessed among all the children of Adam with a blessing that 
was reserved for thee alone; we pray thee also by that joy, with 
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which to-day, as thy children who love thee, we repeat the salu- 
tation of heaven, that was to thee the message and pledge of so 
manifold blessings: obtain for us from thy Son the grace, that 
we may please Him and live a holy life here on earth, and that 
in the hour of our death we may hear from Him the words of 
eternal joy: ‘Come ye blessed of my Father, possess you the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’’ 





bow Pleasing tbe “Hail Mary’ is to 
the Motber of God. 


St. Mechtildis once said to the Blessed Virgin: ‘‘Would 
that I could greet thee, O Queen of heaven, with a salutation, 
which no human heart has ever yet conceived.’’ Thereupon 
the Glorious Virgin appeared to her bearing upon her breast, 
written in golden letters, the angelical salutation: ‘‘Haz/ Mary, 
Full of grace, the Lord ts with thee.” 

She said: ‘No created being ever has or ever will greet me 
with a sweeter salutation, than he who greets me with that 
reverence, in which God the Father saluted me through the 
‘‘Ave” by which in His omnipotence He chose me to be free from 
every woe of guilt and punishment.”’ 

“Mary, Full of Grace.”’ 

“‘And the Son of God so penetrated me with the light of 
His divine wisdom, that I am a shining star by which heaven and 
earth are enlightened; this is indicated by the name ‘‘Mary” 
that is, “Star of the Sea.’’ And the Holy Ghost made me sorich 
in divine grace, that every one who seeks grace through me 
shall find it. This is the signification of the words: ‘‘Fud/ of 


grace.” 
“Tbe Lord is witb Thee.”’ 


By the words: “Zhe Lord is with thee,” 1 am reminded 
of the unspeakable union with God and the mystery which the 
Holy Trinity accomplished when It united the essence of my 
flesh with the divine nature in one person, and God became man. 
The joy and beatitude I felt at that moment no person is capable 
of fully realizing.’’ 

“Blessed art Thou amongst Women.” 

“By the words: ‘Blessed art thou amongst women,” all 

creatures acknowledge and attest with admiration, that I was 
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blessed and exalted above all creatures, in heaven and on earth. 
By the words : “Blessed ts the fruit of thy womb,” is praised 
and exalted the most glorious fruit of my womb, which gives life, 
sanctifies, and blesses all creatures forever.’’ 

Blessed Fobanna. 

Blessed Johanna of France often and urgently begged our 
Blessed Lady to reveal to her, which prayer pleased her the 
most. And Mary made known to her, that none was more pleas- 
ing to her than the ‘‘Haz/ Mary.” 

Blessed Thomas a Kempis. 

Blessed Thomas a Kempis often said to his disciples in the 
monastery: ‘“‘Salute Mary with the angelical salutation, for to 
it she listens with delight. As soon as I speak to Mary in the 
words of the angel and say: ‘“‘Haz/l Mary!” heaven rejoices, 
earth marvels, satan flees, hell trembles, sadness ceases, joy re- 
turns, the heart is filled with love and inflamed with devotion. 
Yes, I feel such sweet consolation in my heart that I am unable 
to express it in words.” 

Acceptable to Mary. 

St. Alphonsus Ligouri writes in the Glories of Mary: ‘‘7he 
Hail Mary, this salutation of the angel, is very acceptable to 
Mary, for it seems as if by it, we renew the joy she felt, when 
the Archangel Gabriel announced to her that she had become 
the Mother of God.’’ With this intention a faithful servant of 
Mary should often salute her. 

St. Gertrude. 


On the feast of the Annunciation, as the Ave Maria was 
being chanted, S¢. Gertrude beheld in a vision three impetuous 
little streamlets going forth from the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and penetrating the heart of the Virgin Mother with en- 
rapturing force, and from thence again returning to their source. 
By this outflowing from the Most Blessed Trinity, was imparted 
to the Blessed Virgin this gift, that she is the most powerful after 
the Father, the wisest after the Son, and the most benign after 


the Holy Ghost. 
Blessed Benvenuta. 


Blessed Benvenuta of Borli, of the order of St. Dominic, 
daily prayed a thousand Hail Marys. Once there appeared to 
her a most lovely child, whom she asked, whether he had a moth- 
er? But instead of answering the child said to her: ‘‘Hast thou 
amother?’’ ‘‘No,’’ answered Benvenuta, ‘“‘my mother is dead.’’ 
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But the boy said: ‘‘My mother is still living.’’ Then Benvenuta 
asked: ‘“‘Canst thou pray the Hail Mary for me?’’ The boy 
replied smilingly: ‘‘Canst thou pray it? Very well, then pray 
it.’’ Benvenuta began to pray the Hail Mary, but when she 
had said: ‘“‘Blessed is the fruit of thy womb,’’ she heard from 
the mouth of the boy these words: ‘“/ am this Blessed Fruit!” 
And the heavenly child then disappeared. 
Value of a Devout Dail Mary. 

The Ven. P. Adalbert of St. Alexis relates: ‘‘In a cloister 
there lived a holy virgin, who on account of serious illness was 
confined to her bed for many years, and suffered such severe 
pains that she was an object of pity to everyone. At last death 
freed her from her torments, and a few days later she appeared 
in great splendor and revealed that in consideration of the great 
sufferings she had so patiently endured for so many years, she 
could enter heaven immediately after her death.’’ 

‘‘Among other things she spoke of the unspeakable delight 
she now enjoys, especially on account of her love for the Moth- 
er of God. She added: ‘“‘The Angelical Salutation is so pleas- 
ing to Mary and so meritorius, that if I could return once more 
to the earth and recite but one Hail Mary, I would be ready to 
suffer again all I have already endured; for the merit of a single 
devout Hail Mary is so great in heaven, that one would gladly 
suffer these and all other pains to acquire it.”’ 

Blessed Eulalia. 

The Blessed Virgin once said to this holy religious of the 
Cistercian Order: “If thou dost wish to please me and benefit 
thyself, then know that I experience the greatest pleasure, when 
thou sayest: ‘“‘7he Lord is with thee,” for I then feel as if L 
had again present within me, Him, Who was once born of me.”’ 

St. Bonaventure says: ‘“‘Mary readily salutes us with graces, 
if we delight to salute her with the words, ‘““Haz/ Mary’’ and 
he adds that the return salute always consists in a certain grace. 

St. Bernard says: ‘‘Heaven smiles, the angels rejoice, the 
earth exults, hell trembles, the devils flee, as often as the words,,. 
*‘Hail Mary,” are heard.’’ 

St. Bernardine declares: ‘‘As often as thou dost salute Mary, 
so often does she salute thee in return—with a salutation of 
grace and consolation.”’ 

Sometbing for Protestants. 

The learned Dr. Hugo Loemer was a protestant. One day 

he picked up the almanac, ‘“Time and Eternity,’’ written by the: 
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well known author, Alban Stolz, priest and professor of the Uni- 
versity of Freiburg, and read therein the following remarkable 
passage concerning the Hail Mary: Behold, perhaps thou dost 
perceive (Alban Stolz means the protestant) still a faint glimmer 
of veneration to Mary, which thou hast inherited from thya nces- 
tors, who lived four hundred years ago and so faithfully invoked 
the Mother of God. 

And if thou dost reflect it will seem to thee as if thou didst 
hear an old song, which was sung for thee in thy childhood. Be 
mighty in spirit as Samson, do away with prejudice, take courage 
and pray the Hail Mary at least for the space of a month, and 
thou wilt begin to love it and not wish to desist from it.—The 
protestant followed this advice, prayed the Hail Mary and re- 
turned to the Catholic Church. This happened in the year 1850. 





St. Jobn Damascene. 


Among the saints, who most zealously defended the honor 
of their glorious Mother, S¢. John Damascene holds a prominent 
place. 

He was born of noble and pious parents, at Damascus in 
Syria, from whence he received his surname, and was carefully 
educated by a God-fearing monk named Cosmas, and instructed 
inevery branch of science and art. Under the direction of his teach- 
er, John obtained athorough knowledge of the divine sciences.— 
His learning and wisdom soon won for him such renown, that the 
prince of the Saracens at Damascus appointed him governor of 
the city. John was unwilling to accept such a dignity, but was 
forced to obey. 

At this time the imperial throne at Constantinople was oc- 
cupied by Leo, surnamed the Isaurian, a rough cruel man, who, 
with inhuman barbarity attacked the veneration of holy images, 
commanded them to be destroyed, and persecuted those who 
honored them.—The news of his cruelty greatly afflicted John, 
and, inflamed with holy zeal, he addressed a circular letter to the 
Christians, encouraging them steadfastly to resist the iconoclasts 
(image-breakers). By writings full of profound learning he also 
defended the teachings of the Church concerning the veneration 
of holy images. His letters and writings passed from hand to 
hand and wonderfully strengthened the faithful 
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The False Letter. 


The emperor, upon hearing this, fell into a rage and summoned 
some of his accomplices, in order to consult with them as to the 
best means of ruining the saint. Among these was a forger, who 
could exactly imitate the hand-writing of others. The emperor 
having come in possession of a letter written by St. John, order- 
ed the forger to write a letter to the prince of Damascus, in which 
he was to pretend that John had invited the enemies of the prince, 
to take the city of Damascus, and had pointed out the means by 
which they could accomplish their purpose. He then sent this 
letter to the prince with the hypocritical pretense that through 
friendship he wished to acquaint him with the plans of John so 
that he could take measures against them.—When the prince 
had read the letter, he did not at first believe that his faithful 
councelor was capable of such treason; but the hand-writing of 
the letter being exactly like that of St. John, he could no longer 
doubt. He therefore summoned John, handed him the letter and 
vehemently called him to account. John tranquilly read the let- 
ter; recognized the diabolical plan, and declared that he had not 
written it, but that his hand-writing had been imitated very close- 
ly in ordertoruinhim. He said he knew the slanderer and would 
bring him and his plan to light, if the prince would grant him a 
little time. But the latter blinded by anger would not grant his 
petition, and commanded that his right hand should be cut off. 


The Severed Wand. 


Resigned to the will of God, John calmly stretched forth his 
hand to the executioner. The severed hand was then publicly 
expused upon astake. When evening had come, John, believing 
the anger of the prince had subsided, sent a messenger to him 
asking whether he might have his hand in order to bury it.— 
The tyrant granted his request. When John had received his 
hand, he at once repaired to his chapel, where with childlike de- 
votion he venerated an image of the Blessed Virgin. 

He fell upon his knees before the image, praying with tears: 
““O Lady and Mother, who in immaculate purity didst bring forth 
the Son of God, behold on account of thy images my right hand 
has been cut off. Thou knowest the fury with which the Emper- 
or Leo rages against thee. O help me and heal my hand. The 
right hand of the Most High who took flesh from thee, has wrought 
so many miracles by thy intercession, He will at thy request, O 
Mother of God, heal this hand, that it may further the praises 




















TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 2I 


of thee and thy Son, and serve the true God; thou canst do what- 
ever thou wilt for thou art the Mother of God.’’ 
“Bebold, Thy Hand is Healed.”’ 

Whilst John prayed thus, he fell asleep. He saw the image 
of the Mother of God become animated, and lovingly turn her 
eyes towards him. She took his severed hand, re-united it with 
his arm and said: ‘Behold, thy hand is healed; do in future as 
thou hast promised, and use the pen for my honor.’’ 

When John awakes and finds his hand is really healed, he 
loudly acclaims his joy and gratitude towards God and his Blessed 
Mother. Immediately he informs his household of the miracle, 
and praises God the Lord thus: ‘Thy right hand, O Lord, has 
wrought strength ; Thy right hand has restored my hand, and by 
it the power of Thy enemies, who do not honor thy images and 
those of thy glorious Mother, will be overcome. Thou wilt by 
my hand, and not without increasing Thy own glory, vanquish 
the enemies of Thy holy images.’’ 

The news of the miracle soon spread, and also reached the 
ears of the prince, who at once summoned John, in order that 
he might convince himself of the truth. John stretched forth his 
hand and at the place where it had been cut off, a thin stripe 
was visible as a sign of the miracle which had taken place. Great- 
ly astonished at this, the prince recognized the innocence of John 
and the wickedness of the emperor and at once restored to him 
his former dignity. But John had chosen something else for 
himself; he thanked the prince for his kindness, and begged to 
be allowed to spend the remainder of his days in the service of 
the King of heaven. Not without reluctance the prince yielded. 

John distributed his entire fortune to the poor, made a pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem and the holy places, and then retired to 
the Monastery of St. Sabas. He was placed under the direction of 
a pious old monk, who humbled and mortified him in every pos- 
sible way. John obeyed and willingly submitted to all humilia- 
tions no matter how hard they were. But the Mother of God did 
not forget her faithful servant. She appeared tothe old monk and 
revealed to him who John was, what knowledge he possessed, 
and that she desired him to use this knowledge for the honor of 
God. Early the next morning the old man called John to 
himself and said: ‘‘My son, thou art now sufficientiy well ground- 
ed in humility, rise up and announce to the Church the praises of 
the Lord. Glorious things has the Mother of God said of thee. 
Pardon me what I through ignorance have done to thee.’’ 
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John seized the pen and composed most beautiful writings 
full of deepest wisdom. He was raised to the dignity of the 
priesthood and lived a number of years in the solitude of his cell. 
He died rich in merit, and peacefully in the Lord, towards the 
year 780. (Ex. Bolland.) 


Prayer of St. Jobn Damascene. 

I salute thee, O Mary! Thou art the hope of Christians. 
Graciously hear the petition of a sinner who loves thee tenderly, 
who venerates thee in a special manner and who places in thee 
all the hope of his salvation. To thee, O Mary, I owe my life. 
Thou hast again obtained for me grace with thy Son; Thou art 
the sure pledge of my salvation. I beg of thee to free me from 
the burden of my sins, dispel the darkness that surrounds my 
soul, deliver my heart from earthly inclinations. Suppress the 
temptation of my enemies, guide me, O Mary, in such a way, 
that by thy intercession and under thy direction I may reach 


eternal happiness in heaven. 





Beautiful and Wotewortby Words of the Saints 
in Honor of the Blessed Virgin. 


Words of St. John Damascene: ‘‘Devotion to thee, O Mary, 
isa pledge of salvation, which God grants to those whom He 
wills to save.”’ 

Words of St. Germanus: ‘‘Christ will accept nothing from 
us except it be offered through the hands of Mary.” 

‘“‘No one will be saved except through thee, O Mary; no 
one will be freed from evil, except through thee.’’ 

Words of St. Peter Damian: ‘‘Come to Mary! To be near 
her is well, to remain long with her is better, but to be always 
with her is the best.” 

Words of St. Bernard: ‘‘The glorious Virgin considers her- 
self as debtor to the just and to sinners; and opens to all the 
bowels of her compassion, that from her abundance all may re- 
ceive! Through thee, O Mary, the captive receives his freedom; 
- sick man health; the afflicted consolation; the sinner par- 

on. 
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‘‘My dear children, Mary is my greatest confidence, the 
highest motive of my hope. Let us endeavor to honor this 
divine mother with most tender devotion, for such is the will of 
Him, who has decreed that we should be made partakers of every 
grace only through her intercession.”’ 

“Let us seek grace from God, but let us seek it through 
Mary.”’ 

Words of St. Chrysostom: ‘‘For this end was Mary made 
mother of God, that those unhappy sinners who, by reason of 
their wicked life, could not be saved, might obtain salvation 
through her sweet compassion and powerful intercession.”’ 

Words of St. Ildephonse: ‘‘Mary sits upon the throne of 
honor, the royal throne, nearherSon. Yea, she has been elevat- 
ed to the same throne upon which Jesus, the Eternal Son of 
God, sits in His glorified humanity. He 7s the King, Mary is 
the Queen.” 

Words of St. Augustine: ‘‘Through Mary God descended 
upon this earth, and through her man can ascend to heaven.”’ 

Words of St. Antoninus: ‘As it is impossible that those 
from whom Mary turns away her eyes of compassion should be 
saved, so it must be that all those whom she loves, and forwhom 
she intercedes shall be saved and glorified.’’ 

Words of St. Thomas: ‘‘Through Mary’sintercession many 
saints are in paradise, who would not be there, had she not inter- 
ceded for them. For God has entrusted her with the keys and 
the treasures of the heavenly kingdom.”’ 


“‘A hundred thousand persons,’’ says St. Edmund of Can- 
terbury, ‘‘are deceived in multiplying prayers. I would rather 
say five words devoutly with my heart, than five thousand which 
my soul does not relish with affection and understanding.”’ 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 


Consolation of the Poor Souls: Certainty of Salvation. 


The first and perhaps the most powerful motive of consola- 
tion for the souls in purgatory is the infallible security of their 
salvation. That which most afflicts the holiest persons here on 
earth and is the object of their greatest sorrow, is the fear of not 
persevering until the end in the service of God; of dying in en- 
mity with their Supreme Judge, and of falling from a temporal 
hell into one which will never end. But if an angel from heaven 
would come to a just man who is a victim of corporal and spir- 
itual sufferings, to assure him that he belongs to the number of 
the elect, and that beyond all doubt eternal happiness will be the 
reward of his labors, O my God, how would this information 
fill his heart with joy and how sweet and precious would not his 
sufferings be to him ! 

One day God revealed to St. Francis of Assisi, that he 
belonged to the number of the elect, and promised him paradise. 
This seraphic man was beside himself with joy and exultation to 
such a degree that for eight days he wept and sang, repeating 
day and night: ‘‘Paradise, paradise! Yes, we shall enter into par- 
adise.’’ He thought so little about eating or drinking, about living 
or dying, that lost in this abyss of sweetness, he had no feeling 
for aught else. ‘‘Why shall I be troubled about other things,”’ 
he said, ‘‘for I shall once possess paradise !’’ 
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The souls in purgatory are, we say, guite sure of salvation; 
this is the opinion of the holy Fathers and of the most learned 
theologians. ““It is beyond doubt,’’ says Suarez, “‘that the souls 
in purgatory have a perfect certainty that they are saved. They 
know that they are really just, and that after the temporal suffer- 
ing which they endure, they will be made partakers of eternal 
bliss.’’ 

‘‘As the church teaches us,’’ says Cardinal Bellarmine, ‘“‘that 
the souls of the faithful rest in peace, we cannot say that they 
are tormented by anxiety and still less by despair, but we must 
rather believe, that they are sensible of an unspeakable joy in the 
midst of their unutterable torments, on account of the certain 
hope of their salvation.” Indeed, as soon as the soul leaves the 
body, she is led to the particular judgment, where she learns 
whether she is destined for eternal glory or everlasting death ; she 
there hears from the mouth of God an irrevocable sentence, which 
is at once executed. 

“Some authors,’’ remarks St. Thomas, ‘‘think that the souls 
are in a manner so completely lost in their sufferings, that they 
do not believe themselves to be in purgatory but in hell. This is 
false, for if they did not know that they could obtain release, they 
would not ask the prayers of the living, as they so often do.”’ 

It is also a well grounded opinion that the soul knows exactly 
how long she will have to remain in purgatory if she is not assist- 
ed in some extraordinary manner, but we do not know whether 
God reveals to her who will pray for her, or to what extent she 
will receive assistance and how much her time of suffering will be 
shortened. 

St. John Chrysostom once said with a voice that could only 
proceed from a magnanimous heart: ‘‘Had I to pass through a 
thousand hells, presupposing that at the end I was sure to find 
paradise, oh, how pleasant those hells would be to me.’’ And 
how gladly would holy souls testify with their own blood, that 
they would be willing to remain in the flames of purgatory till 
the day of judgment, on condition that the assurance were given 
them, that they would at last enter into eternal glory! Whoso- 
ever knows what these four words signify: Viston of God, Eter- 
nity, Glory of heaven, Certainty of once possessing it, isnot much 
terrified at purgatory, as severe as its flames may be. 


’ 
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Even a Sbort Prayer Benefits the Poor Souls. 


“Lo, is not a word better than a gift.” (Sirach 18, 17.) 

St. Jerome, the great doctor of the Church, describes the 
simple interment of St. Paul by St. Anthony and censures the 
folly of those, who desire a pompous funeral for their relatives or 
themselves and intend to honor the perishable body by the most 
precious material, the finest marble, and magnificent monuments 
and are anxious that the deceased should be most extravagantly 
praised in the funeral sermon. 

‘‘To what purpose,’’ he asks, ‘“‘those rich materials, this 
vanity, which is not silent even amid sorrow and tears? Can then 
the bodies of the rich decay only beneath silk and gold?’’ And still 
sO many persons are much more solicitous about these vanities, 
than about the soul of the deceased. They show their love and 
sorrow in a manner which is of no benefit to the dead and is 
often injurious to the living. A smallalms, ashort prayer is worth 
more than many tears, is much more precious and useful than all 
exterior pomp. 

A distinguished citizen of Venice sent a large sum in gold 
to Father Peter Paul Montorfano, Prior of the Theatines, that 
he might have a Requiem said for his ancestors. The good 
religious, who faithfully observed poverty, had the Requiem cel- 
ebrated with suitable solemnity, but was more concerned about 
devotion than making a splendid show. The gentleman, how- 
ever, seemed not to have been satisfied; for he complained to 
the Father about the parsimony with which he had conducted 
the matter, in spite of his having received a considerable sum to 
meet the expenses. The Prior perceived that he had to deal 
with a man, whose heart was not enlightened by the spirit of 
faith, but prepossessed by the vanities of the world. Thisblind- 
ness of spirit aroused his compassion, and he sought a means to 
free the rich man from it and to instill truly Christian sentiments. 
He had read a story, which treated of a similar affair, and trust- 
ed:that God would lend His assistance also here, for, “‘His arm 
is mighty and His ear open to our prayers.”’ 

With firm confidence he took the messenger by the hand 
and led him into an adjoining room; he there took from a secre- 
tary the sum received from the rich gentleman, and which had not 
yet been touched. On a paper he wrote the psalm De Pro- 
Jundis, and sent a brother, who was present, to fetch a pair of 
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scales. The prior then laid the sum of money on one balance 
and the piece of paper on the other, and, O wonder! the latter 
proved the heavier. Twice the experiment was repeated; each 
time with the same result. The messenger greatly frightened 
made the sign of the cross, and hastened to inform his lord of 
the wonderful occurrence. The latter not less astonished, praised 
Divine Providence for having made known to him how mucha 
devout prayer exceeds in excellence all else. From this mo- 
ment he entertained a far higher esteem for Father Montorfano, 
begged pardon for his inconsiderate complaint and promised to 
look at things in a more Christian manner, and more and more 
despise the nothingness of earthly riches. In memory of the 
incident he had a picture painted, which represented the relig- 
ious with a pair of scales in his hand. 

But from this little narrative, we must not draw the con- 
clusion that a short prayer is sufficient to release the poor souls 
from purgatory. A saintly spouse of our Lord, Ursula Benin- 
casa, a Theatine religious, understood this well, and offered her- 
self to endure the greatest sufferings for their release. Her 
sister Christina was lying in the agony of death, and Ursula 
bitterly bewailed the suffering that yet awaited her sister in the 
next life. But as she had heard that other great and generous 
souls, as St. Catherine of Siena, had taken upon themselves the 
sufferings which others had to endure in purgatory, she resolved 
to follow their example. 

She begged our Lord to let her endure here the sufferings 
which awaited her dying sister in the other world. Soon after, 
her sister expired; at the same moment Ursula fell into an ecsta- 
sy, and when she came to herself she cried out: ‘I thank thee, 
O my God, for the infinite mercy thou hast shown to my sister 
Christina on account of my poor prayers!’’ She then exhorted 
all present to sing the Ze Deum. They had hardly finished 
when Ursula was seized by dreadful pains, which did not leave 
her until her death. History of the Order of the Theatines. 





A Ray of Heavenly Light in Purgatory. 


“The light shineth in darkness.” (John 1, 5.) 
Divine Providence has often made known, how at one and 
the same time, it punishes our bad actions in purgatory and 
rewards those that were good. A nun once appeared to St. Mary 
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Magdalen de Pazzi, radiant with heavenly light; her hands alone 
failed to show this brilliancy. In this manner she atoned for 
some small faults that she had committed during her religious 
life against the vow of poverty.—Another religious appeared to 
her clad in a robe, the exterior of which was of fire and the in- 
terior of lilies; the first represented the punishment that she 
had to suffer in consequence of the care she bestowed upon her 
toilet; the latter the reward for her immaculate purity. 

A great preacher of the Dominican Order, appeared after 
his death to one of his brethren in religion, clothed in a splendid’ 
garment, and a crown of gold upon his head. When he was 
asked what these signified, he answered, that the garment rep- 
resented the souls whom he had saved by his preaching, and the 
golden crown was the particular reward he had received for his 
faithfulness in observing his rule, and the pure intention with 
which he had tried to perform all his actions. He added that 
only his tongue suffered, to atone for some idle words he had 
uttered. 


By a Good Use of Unjustly Acquired Goods, 
We Can Relieve the Poor Souls. 


‘*‘And I say to you: Make unto you friends of the mammon of iniquity: 
that when you shall fail, they may receive you into everlasting dwell- 
ings.” (Luke 16, 9.) 


The advice of our Lord to transform unjustly acquired goods 
into merit and satisfaction, was followed by Zaccheus, for after 
his conversion he restored four-fold to all whom he had defrauded, 
and gave half of what he had left to the poor. Many have imi- 
tated his example. Usurers and merchants, who had unjustly 
enriched themselves, heirs of fortunes, of which there was doubt 
whether they had been justly acquired, have voluntarily renounc- 
ed these poisonous riches, in order to acquire treasures of 
grace. By such an act a poor soul was released from its tor- 
ments in purgatory. 

In a city of Hungary a rude soldier had committed a murder 
in order to satisfy the revenge of one of the citizens, who recom- 
pensed him for the foul deed by giving him a considerable sum 
of money. He had scarcely received his reward, when his 
conscience smote him and he was tormented by great fear. Driv- 
en by a desire for pardon, he at last threw himself at the feet 
of the priest, confessed his sin amid sincere tears of penance, 
and received absolution. He then vowed to procure a statue of 
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the Mother of Sorrows for the money he had received for the 
murder, to have three Masses of reparation celebrated and to 
offer twelve candles in honor of the Most Holy Sacrament. 

Whilst delaying the fulfillment of his vow, he was overtaken 
by death, and his soul sentenced to purgatory. The unfathom- 
able mercy of God allowed him, to appear to a pious girl named 
Regina, who lived in a state of virginity and great perfection. 
He said to her: ‘“‘Spouse of Jesus Christ, I beg of thee for the 
love of God, to seek my wife. She will give thee two hundred 
florins; it is the price of blood. Listen now to what in my name 
thou must do with it: Thou must fulfill the vow which I made 
during my life, and therefore thou must first procure a statue of 
the Mother of Sorrows, second have three Masses said, and lastly 
burn twelve candles before the Most Blessed Sacrament. What- 
ever is left shall be distributed among the poor.’’ 

The pious girl however, for various reasons dared not com- 
ply with his request. The deceased appeared to her a second 
time, and begged her for the love of Jesus not to refuse his 
petition. But the maiden answered that she did not wish to 
meddle with money matters, for which she could show no authority, 
and begged to be left in peace.—‘‘Well,’’ said the soul, “‘I will 
not leave thee in peace as long as thou dost not do what I ask 
of thee; flee where thou wilt, for thou art the only one from 
whom I may seek aid.’’ 

These apparitions did not remain secret and finally came 
to the knowledge of one of the most distinguished residents of 
the city. He felt a tender sympathy with the suffering soul, 
and_in order that the vow might be fulfilled resolved to have the 
promised statue made at his own expense. He therefore sum- 
moned an artist, ordered him to make the statue, and pressed 
him to do all in his power to hasten the work. The sculptor 
not having at hand any suitable material, went out to look for 
some. He came into a woods where he carefully examined the 
fallen trees. While thus engaged, he saw a pale figure, in ap- 
pearance greatly resembling the deceased, approaching, leaning 
upon a cane.—*‘Where art thou going and what dost thou seek ?’’ 
he asked the artist. “‘I am looking for a good piece of wood,”’ 
was the answer, ‘“‘from which to carve a statue of the Mother of 
Sorrows, but until now I have not found anything suitable. This 
wood is still too green, that toosoft, or it does not suit fora statue.’’ 
“Do not trouble thyself further,’’ replied the stranger, ‘‘I will 
show thee not far from here, a tree that fell to the ground four 
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years ago; the wood is dry and hard, just as thou dost need it.” 
The artist followed the stranger, found the wood and returned 
home. He at once commenced his work, continued it with all 
possible haste, and in a short time had the statue finished. The 
gentleman came to examine the work, found it excellent, and 
asked the artist to come with him that he might pay him his 
wages. 

In the meantime the soul again appeared to Regina and 
repeated to her, it was necessary that the statue be paid for 
from the money, that had been received for the murder; that 
this money should be used for reparation and for nothing else; 
that if the family had spent it, they must make up the sum by 
selling some of their household goods; if this was not done he 
would have to suffer in purgatory still longer, because he had 
not made sufficient reparation for his crime. 

This time his request was complied with. The statue was 
brought to Regina and placed upon an altar, together with the 
money. ~The soul again appeared quite transfigured and radiant 
with joy, expressed heartfelt gratitude to his benefactress, re- 
peated the petition to spend the money for the threefold purpose 
named, and then disappeared. The priest who blessed the 
statue declared, that during the ceremony he distinctly heard 
a voice which sang the words: ‘‘O my Lord and my God! thou 
art my refuge and my consolation, my hope and my strength; 
now I shall enter into never-ending happiness, which thou hast 
prepared for those who love thee.”’ P. Car. Casalish, S. J. 





The Weneration of a Saint 
Releases a Poor Soul from Purgatory. 


The greeting which the Machabees in Jerusalem sent to their 
brethren in Egypt: ‘“Tothebrethren that are throughout Egypt, 
the brethren, the Jews that are in Jerusalem, and in the land of 
Judea, send health and good peace,’’ Cardinal Hugo applies to 
the poor souls. He asserts that they continually send greetings 
to their brethren in heaven, in order to implore their intercession, 
while the saints reply to their salutations by their prayers. The 
following occurrence illustrates this thought still further. 

In Italy, near Loretto, lies the little town of Recanati. 
A pious lady living there incessantly recommended her two 
sons to the blessed Franciscan Luchesio, and instilled into 
their hearts a tender devotion to this their patron. They 
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grew in virtue and piety, when suddenly some money matters 
caused a dissension between them. They fell into a hot dispute ; 
the one struck the other in the face, and the latter beside himself 
with anger, seized a dagger and pierced the breast of his broth- 
er. The murderer fled but could not escape. He wasdiscovered, 
tried and sentenced to severe punishment. So many murders 
had occurred, that the judges were determined to punish with the 
utmost severity. Similar to the cruel person of whom Virgil in- 
forms us, they commanded, that the murderer be bound to the 
corpse of his victim and buried alive. The young man heard this 
terrible sentence with horror. Andalready the following night it 
was secretly executed in the church-yard of the Friars Minor. 

The next day some children, who were playing near the 
grave, noticed that the earth trembled and moved under their 
feet. Full of terror they called for help. The monks who were 
chanting their office in the church, came out and commenced to 
dig up the earth. After a few shovelfuls, they distinctly heard 
smothered groans. They continued their work hurriedly and 
soon perceived a voice, which begged imploringly, that they 
should dig further with great caution. The two brothers were 
found, both alive. The children had spread the news through- 
out the entire town. The governor and nobility, the bishop, eccle- 
siastics and people all hurried thither. The young men were 
questioned, and the one who had been-murdered answered first : 
*“When I felt myself fatally wounded, I forgave my brother with 
my whole heart. I recommended myself first to the Divine Mer- 
cy and then to the Blessed Luchesio for whom since childhood 
Ihave hada special veneration. He not only assisted me in death, 
but obtained for me the grace to return to life again, in order to 
do penance.”’ 

The second then said: ‘““When I had been bound to the corpse 
of my brother and saw myself condemned to inevitable death, I 
likewise turned to our patron the Blessed Luchesio, awakened 
the most heartfelt sorrow for my sin, and vowed to enter the ser- 
aphic order, if he saved me inthis extreme danger. And if human 
justice now sets me free I will at once fulfill my vow.”’ 

The mother of the two youths was among the first of those 
who had hurried to the church-yard. She then related to those 
present, that she too had placed all her confidence in Blessed 
Luchesio and reminded him that the salvation of her children 
was his affair, as she had recommended them to him already at 
their birth, and now she delivered them entirely over to him in 
order that he might save them from eternal damnation. The 
people present were overcome with the deepest emotion, and 
praised God who had shown His mercy in so wonderful a man- 
ner. 

He who had been raised from the dead returned to his fath- 
er’s house and there led a life of severe penance, while the other 
brother, faithful to his vow, entered the seraphic order where he 
led an exemplary life. P. Boniface Bogatta. 
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Catechism of the Blessed John Mary Vianney, 
Cure of Ars. 


John Mary Vianney was born near Lyons, France, in the 
year 1786. On the oth of Aug. 1815, he was ordained to the 
priesthood, which dignity was almost refused him on account of 
his supposed want of talent, and was only granted in considera- 
tion of his piety. As Curé of Ars he did incalculable good. He 
ate very little; slept one or two hours; spent fourteen, sixteen, 
and often eighteen hours in the confessional, interrupted only by 
his sermons and catechetical instructions. He died peacefully in 
the Lord, Aug. 4, 1859, and was beatified Jan. 8, 1905. 

Vianney was a priest according to the heart of God. Hun- 
dreds and hundreds of thousands traveled to Ars during the last 
twenty years of his life to make a general confession of their 
whole lives to this holy man. At his feet they obtained pardon 
and peace of soul. 

Wonderful as he was in the confessional, he was not less 
so at his sermons and instructions. He was a man enlightened 
by the Holy Ghost, and this spirit spoke out of him. Those 
simple words, spoken by this simple and supposed ignorant 
priest had such power and life, that every one wished to hear 
his sermons. The poor and unlettered, the educated and noble 
flocked thither. Among his audience sat priests and bishops, 
and all experienced the supernatural power of his words. 

On the occasion of an exorcism, the evil spirit made to the 
Blessed Vianney the following remarkable reproach: ‘‘Why 
dost thou preach in so simple a manner? Thou art looked upon 
as ignorant. Why dost thou not preach grand sermons, such as 
are delivered in the cities? Ha! how I rejoice at these grand 
speeches which disturb no one, and leave the people to live and 
act as they like!’’ These words were recorded by the Blessed 
Vianney himself. 

We have printed a great number of his excellent catechet- 
ical instructions, and have them in pamphlet form, one hundred 
pages each. Price per copy, postage included, 25 cents. 


Application has been made to the Department for entry of this publi- 
cation as second-class matter. 
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Our periodical “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
is published under the direction of our Reverend Chap- 
lain, at the cost of much labor and expense. This 
Magazine is intended to promote the honor and glory 
of the Most Holy Eucharist, that greatest of treas- 
ures in heaven and on earth, which contains in itself 
all power, beauty and loveliness; the very center of all 
happiness for time and eternity. 

In ourdays, when such strenuous efforts are made to 
obtain temporal goods, it is necessary that a better knowl- 
edge of the one true Good, Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament, be spread among the faithful, that the love for 
our Lord in the Tabernacle may be enkindled ever more 
and more. 

Further, this periodical, shall often remind us of the 
greatness and severity of the sufferings endured by the 
poor souls, in order to awaken in the heart of the faithful 
reader a tender compassion for these poor and forsaken 
souls, that he may by prayer, alms and other good works, 
but especially by holy communion and the holy sacrifice 
of the mass render them effectual assistance. In order to 
secure sufficient circulation for our Magazine we need 
the assistance of the friends and devout adorers of the 
Most Holy Eucharist. 

This periodical is published quarterly, with an Extra 
Edition for the Month of the Sacred Heart. 

Subscription 50 cts. a year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Missouri. 
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